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PLANS ARE MADE,
BAGS ARE PACKED,
AND WE'RE READY
TO GO.

Excitedly, we travel from one place to the next.
In eager anticipation, we track down the top
recommendations from Instagram, Pinterest
etc. and try to snap the best shots. But who
says the most popular hits on social media will
also give us the best memories? Maybe we're
missing out on countless fabulous moments
because we only focus on reaching our destina-
tion. Is not the journey its own reward?

Sometimes, all it takes is a small step off the
beaten track to enter an entirely new world.

Adamsberg, panoramic view to fortress Konigstein (left) and Lilienstein (right) © Philipp Zieger

Saxon Switzerland is precisely such a place: in-
conspicuous, but once you're there, you'll love
every second. The peaceful River Elbe winds its
way through a picturesque rocky landscape,
narrow gorges and idyllic forests. The National
Park s a place of wonder, and there are many
breath-taking views just waiting to be disco-
vered.

So, let’s take some time to explore and allow
ourselves to be enchanted by the countless
hidden beauty spots the region has to offer.




Saxon Switzerland

FACTS & F I G U R E S Saxon Switzerland is full of surprises and is
definitely well worth exploring. But to save you
from jumping in at the deep end, here are 10
facts about this special holiday destination.
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At 562 m, GroRer Zschirstein is the highest

elevation in Saxon Switzerland and offers
Spectacular views.
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I M AG E The best reason to visit the region is the gor- days, most people leave their easel and paint-
geous landscape and its charm. Numerous brush at home and use their camera or smart-

painters roamed the ragged rocks in the 18th phone to snap souvenir photos instead.
century to capture their unique beauty. These
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Saxon Switzerland.

ARRIVING AND ...

At Nationalpark-Bahnhof Bad Schandau

Exit the train, board the S-Bahn (commuter
train) and watch as the city metamorphoses
into National Park outside the train window.
The historic Kirnitzschtalbahn even takes
you right into the heart of the nature reser-
ve. We have compiled a number of gentle
modes of travel to ensure a holiday with ge-
nuine deceleration.

Mobility guest card

Travel with ease with the mobility guest card
“Gastekarte mobil” - This allows you to use
local public transportin the tariff zones Pirna
(70), Bad Gottleuba (71), Bad Schandau (72)
and Neustadt (73) as well as the Kirnitzschtal-
bahn without an additional ticket.

More information:
https://elbitogo.link/transport

The Hiking boat docks on its way to Hrensko

Dresden main station

Dresden main station is the first step towards
a relaxing holiday. It offers numerous con-
nections to destinations all across Europe and
links metropolises such as Berlin and Prague.
From here, Pirna is only 20 minutes away.
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GETTING AROUND

Bus stops at Nationalpark-Bahnhof Bad Schandau © Florian Trykowski

S1

The S-Bahn service S1 runs along the River Elbe
and links Saxon Switzerland with Dresden and
Meissen. The S1 runs hourly between Schéona
and Bad Schandau and half-hourly between
Bad Schandau and Pirna.

Hiking buses

Cross country buses provide access to the
entire region. Key interchange points bet-
ween S-Bahn and bus are the bus station
Z0B in Pirna, ReiRiger Platzin Konigstein,
the national park station Bad Schandau
and the main station in Dresden. The rou-
tes with the most sights are marked “Wan-
derbus” (hiking bus).
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Kirnitzschtalbahn

For more than 120 years, the Kirnitzschtalbahn
has been taking hikers to the starting points of
their trips through Saxon Switzerland. It is the
world’s only tram that serves a national park.
In summer, the Kirnitzschtalbahn leaves half-
hourly, in winter every 70 minutes. Historic
tramcars run on special occasions.

Hiking boat

The hiking boat serves as a kind of water taxi
and can take you 10 km along the twists and
turns of the River Elbe. It leaves four times
daily from Bad Schandau and stops at Krippen/
Postelwitz, Schmilka and Hrensko before re-
turning. Every stop is a great starting point for
walks.



Saxon Switzerland.

HIKING TIPS

Tour suggestion 1
Hike to the “balcony” of
Saxon Switzerland
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This hiking trail will take you to the
Brand viewpoint, the so-called “balcony”
of Saxon Switzerland. Here, the land-
scape ends in a sheer drop, and you can look
down into the deep Polenz Valley. The location
is exposed, and views down into the canyon-Llike
valley and into the landscape beyond are truly

elbitogo.link/1

Malerweg trail, stage 1 © Sebastian Thiel

When you travel to Saxon Switzerland, you sim-
ply have to go hiking! Discovering the region’s

beauty spots on foot has a long tradition and is
still worthwhile today.

But dont worry, you don’t have to go on
exhausting five-hour hikes. The region has
something to offer for everyone. Both short
trails for those who are not so keen on walking
and demanding trails for experienced hikers.
Take a look at our website and see what tickles
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your fancy: you can choose between different
destinations, difficulty levels and hiking dura-
tion. We would definitely recommend you make
a stop at one of the many rustic mountain inns
for a refreshing drink and to rest your feet.

To narrow down the huge array of choices, here
a few of our many favourites. The respective QR
codes will take you to detailed trail descripti-
ons and the GPS link - use your preferred hiking
app to support you along the way.

www.saechsische-schweiz.de/en

spectacular.

Gorge Schwedenléocher © Anna Meurer

Tour suggestion 3
From Konigstein to Lilienstein

i r..—'f"
The distinctive table mountain E

Lilienstein is the landmark of the
national park Saxon Switzerland.
Climbing this colossus is an exhaus-
ting but also a rewarding hiking
adventure.

www.saechsische-schweiz.de/en
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Tour suggestion 2
Hike from Kurort Rathen to Stadt
Wehlen via the Bastei rock formation

.E'.

Shortly after leaving Kurort Rathen,

you will arrive at the reservoir Amselsee.
Continue through the gorge-Llike valley
Schwedenldcher to the Bastei Plateau, from where
you can enjoy endless views. The starting pointin
Kurort Rathen is easy to reach by S-Bahn (suburban
train).

elbitogo.link/2
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Saxon Switzerland

BUCKET LIST

Saxon Switzerland may be a small region, but it is jam-packed with pictu=

resque views, giant rock formations and magical woodlands. In additionto

the many natural highlights, there are also a number of other attraction

waiting to be explored. To ensure you make the best of your time here

have compiled a list of our favourites. 5
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Saxon Switzerland

4 SEASONS

WINTER
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The cosiest of the four
seasons wraps the rocky
landscape in a thick
blanket of snow. Ever-
ything looks idyllic and
magical. An atmosphere
that warms the heart.
The festive season in the
Elbe Sandstone Moun-
tains is full of fascinating
traditions and is a time
to relax.

Lush meadows and a
newly formed, dense leaf
canopy - a green oasis of
calm. After the dark win-
ter days, the first warm
rays of sun allow the
region to radiate. Perfect
for soaking up some
much-needed vitamin D
on long hikes.

Discover Saxon Switzerland

Saxon Switzerland?

.but when is the best time to travel to

Sunrise at Bastei bridge in winter © Iven Eissner

Spring snowflakes at Polenztal © Yvonne Briickner
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Always, of course! Every season has its own charm
- you’ll have to decide for yourself which one your
favourite is.

Pfaffenstein with Barbarine © Britta Hirschburger
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A rocky landscape in

a blaze of colours.
Autumn brings an ex-
plosion of yellow, red,
gold and brown, swir-
ling mists and that fresh
forest scent. This tends
to be the favourite
season of rock climbers,
and itis clear why. It's a
chance to get some co-
lourful memories before
the grey and cold winter
months.

Discover Saxon Switzerland

AUTUMN
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Neighbourhood

SAXON-BOHEMIAN
SWITZERLAND

The rocky fairy tale world of the Elbe Sandstone
Mountains doesn’t all of a sudden stop at the bor-
der. Saxon Switzerland is just half of a much bigger
landscape: the other halfis Czechia’s youngest na-
tional park, Bohemian Switzerland.

Prebischtor (Pravcicka brana)

The most famous landmark of Bohemian Switzerland
is the 16-metre high Prebischtor (pravcickd brana).
Located just beyond the German-Czech border, this
natural rocky archway - the largest in Europe - is defi-
nitely worth a visit.

OK. Mr
Mrkys, <
© Zdenék Patzelt Sova L

Grundmiihle (Dolsky mlyn)

Close by, in the Kamnitz Valley, lies the romantic ruin of
a former mill, the Grundmiihle. In the past, you could
take a boat along the Ferdinand Gorge from here. These
days, you can explore the gorge on foot.

Tourist centre Diim Ceského Svycarska

You'll be able to get plenty of information on Bohemian
Switzerland in the city of Krasna Lipa, which is also a po-
pular starting point for hiking trips. The tourist centre Diim
Ceského Svycarska is located on K¥inické namésti 1161/10
and also hosts changing exhibitions on the region.

The National Park railway U28

The National Park railway U28 links the two regions of Saxon
and Bohemian Switzerland. It goes from Décin via Bad Schan-
dau, Sebnitz, Dolni Poustevna and MikuladSovice dolni nadr. to
Rumburk. The transborder service thus connects destinations
along the Elbe Valley, the Sebnitz Valley and the so-called

Schluckenauer Zipfel.

© Véclav Sojka

© Martin Schmidt
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Saxon Switzerland

BOOKING SERVICE

You're ready for a trip to Saxon Switzerland?
Then find your rucksack and get packing.

We have compiled a list of essentials we like
to take on hikes to make sure you won’t forget
anything important. But should you need
anything else, the hiking centre Aktiv Zentrum
on Marktplatz 1-11in Bad Schandau is always
happy to help. Here, you can hire equipment

Book your
accomodation.
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and find additional inspiration for active holi-
days in the Elbe Sandstone Mountains.

We can also help you decide on suitable accom-
modation: just write us an email, and together
we will find the perfect place for you to stay on
your trip through beautiful Saxon Switzerland.

Booking and Information Service
Saxon Switzerland
BahnhofstraRe 21.01796 Pirna
Phone: 03501 / 47 01 47
info@saechsische-schweiz.de
www.saechsische-schweiz.de/en
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Well equipped

PACKING LIST

[] Fleecejacket/ pullover

[] Firstaid kitincl. thermal blanket and
blister plasters

www.saechsische-schweiz.de/en "'~

Rule of thump,

Pack heavy items near your pack

©Yvonne Briickner
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